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much less reliable than those which refer to its distance,
dimensions, mass, and attracting power.

The cut on page 281 is intended to present to the
eye, more clearly than any mere description could do,
the constitution of the sun, and the relation of the differ-
ent concentric shells or envelopes of which it is formed.

The picture is an ideal section through the center.
The black disk represents the inner nucleus, which is
not accessible to observation, its nature and constitution
being a mere matter of inference. The white ring sur-
rounding it is the photosphere, or shell of incandescent
cloud which forms the visible surface. The depth, or
thickness, of this shell is quite unknown; it may be
many times thicker than represented, or possibly some-
what thinner. Nor is it certain whether it is separated
from the inner core by a definite surface, or whether,
on the other hand, there is no distinct boundary between,
them.

The outer surface of the photosphere, however, is
certainly pretty sharply defined, though very irregular,
rising at points into faculse, and depressed at others in
spots, as shown in the figure.

Immediately above this lies the so-called " reversing
stratum," in which the Fraunhofer lines originate. It
is to be noted, however, that the gases which compose
this stratum do not merely overlie the photosphere, but
they also fill the interspaces between the photospheric
clouds, forming the atmosphere in which they float,
and an attempt has been made to indicate this fact in
the diagram.

Above the " reversing stratum" lies the scarlet
chromosphere, with prominences of various forms and
dimensions rising high above the solar surface; and
over, and embracing all, is the coronal atmosphere and